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Roydéds Ramblings,
As | sit down to write this rambling, | an

life of our Church family at Gethsemane in 2011. | could expand on this, but | know and you
know where and how God has interacted in our lives throughout the year. Yes, His grace has
sustained and blessed us! Amen!
Another year dawns on us and we can move forward with the assurance and confidence that
the same God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, will
covenant and promise to nurture, guide and strengthen us through the grace of Jesus Christ.
What a blessed comfort that should be for each of us as we begin 2012 with all of its uncer-
tainties. We are to remember, as we celebrated during Advent, that the Immanuel has come
and God will be with us on our journey.
Hymni st Frances Ridley Havergal took New Y
time of reflection and often composing a poem to send to friends expressing her feelings
about the new day and year. The one she wrote in 1874 has become immortal. She was thirty-
six at the time, and she wrote this poem and had it printed on a specially designed greeting
card to be sent to friends. The card was ¢
The inside read:
Another year is dawning:
Dear Father, let it be, In working or in waiting,
Another year with Thee; Another year of progress.
Another year of praise, Another year of proving
Thy presence all the days
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Royés Ramblings Conédt

In Vietnam, the New Year is called Tet Nguyen Dan, or Tet for short. It begins between January 21 and
February 19, the exact date changing from year to year. The Vietnamese believe there is a god in every
home who travels to heaven, (traditionally on a carp) to report how good or bad each family member
has been in the past year. In fact, live carp are often purchased and set free in a river.

With the greatest respect for our Viethamese friends, we Christians have a Savior who was
born in a stable, lived among us, rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and died on a Cross for our sins, and
three days later was resurrected, thus conquering death, so we might have life eternal. That is the Holy
One whom will walk with us throughout 2012.

May the Lord grant that in 2012 we may be more holy, and walk more closely than ever in holy
conversation, be filled with holy thoughts, holy affections, holy aims and intentions that will guide our
words and actions through holy principles.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
Shalom,
Roy

Contributions made in November and December

To the General Fund:

In memory of Tom Chrismon by Lib Chrismon;

For all Gethsemane Saints by Verne and Linda Strickler;

In honor of Debbie Gordon and Linda Gordon Strickler by Clarence and Irene Gordon;
In memory of Turner and Marie Pearson by John and Iris Pearson
In memory of Roscoe and Dixie Elmore by:

Susan Bates,

Mark and Jane Lovings;

In memory of Ada and Roy Hedrick by Jack and Lillie Southern;

In memory of Jack Gordon by JoAnn Gordon

To the Building Fund:

Charlesanna Leatherman;

In memory of John Fagg by:

Catherine Fagg,

Rodger and Dianne Ryan,

Jason and Rebecca Hartsough,

Jackson and Jenna Hartsough;

In memory of George Pearson by Bill and Frances Pearson;

In memory of Homer A. Scottds birthday by Nanc)y

In honor of the Choir by Nancy Arthur
In memory of Tom Chrismon by Mike and Elise Jones;
In honor of Lib Chrismon by Mike and Elise Jones

To the Apportionments:
Mark and Sandra Lee;
B-Team Hotdog Crew

Thank You!

Thank you,EVERYONE who has helped with: Wednesday Meal; the Pantry; the Summer
Community Market; the Fal/l Fest; the Christmas
Care packages for our soldiers; the Chicken

the Crossroads class BBQ; the Car Show; and all the little things that sometimes get taken for granted.
You are greatly appreciated!
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lUMW. News:

I The United Methodist Women have had a very busy year with extra fund-raisers, starting our Night Circle |

| this year, and our most important endeavor -- striving to always contribute to and be an active part of mis-
sion work -- locally, statewide, nationally, and worldwide. We reached all 5 Channels of Missions contribu-

tions for this year. Those 5 Channels are: Pledge to Mission (a group contribution), Special Mission Rec-

| ognition (pins), Gift to Mission (honor cards), Gift in Memory (card in memory), and the World Thank Offer- |

ing. Our World Thank Offering contributions for 2011 were the largest we have had in years. Please I
watch for W.T.O. containers to be available in January for your 2012 collection.

A great New Year's Resolution:  To join or re-
Our next UMW meetings will be on Monday, Janu-
ary 9 at 7:30 p.m. and on Tuesday, January 10 at
10:00 a.m. We would like to encourage you to
come out and join us. You do not have to be a
member of the church to join our meetings. If you
have attended before and have not in a while,
anytime is a good time to come back & join

us! Our meetings include a brief business meet-
ing, devotions & a brief program, and most times
we have light refreshments.

We wish everyone a Very Happy & Blessed New
Year!

Please join us for prayer and meditation Thursday,
January 19 and Thursday, February 23 in the sanc-
tuary from 1:00 - 2:00. God has given us so much,
we can at least give Him an hour of our time in
prayer. See you then!

The night circle will meet at 7:30 January 9 at
"Uptown Charlies" for our January meeting. Please
join us for fun and fellowship. Our February meet-
ing will be 7:30 February 13 in the fellowship hall.

God's Kids News:

God's Kids have been busy preparing for Christ-
mas with decorating, making cookie ornaments
for parents, and getting all the school work done
before the Winter Break. We also did a couple of
service projects. We counted all the food that
was collected at the White Christmas Program,
which turned out to be 85 items. We also deco-
rated reusable bags for the UMW to take to

the shut-in people who cannot attend church
very well. We were blessed to be able to do this
for them.

We currently have one major item on our Wish
List. If you received a new microwave for Christ-
mas we may be interested in your old

one. Please call or see our Director, Gloria
Mahaffey, if you have a working microwave to
donate. We can always use donated snack
items -- such as cookies, crackers, Cheese-its,
Pringles, other chips.

As we begin a New Year we are looking forward
to many more great experiences together. We
are hoping to plan not 1 Camp-Out, but 2 Camp-
Outs at Camp Guilrock for the year 2012. One
Camp-Out will be in August and the other will be
a Fall Camp-Out. This will be an exciting year for
us! Please keep our program in your

prayers. We hope you will feel God's rich bless-
ings in your life this year! Happy New Year!

Open a new door this Lent and find the hope that changes everything.

During the Lent season, beginning with Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 through Easter Sunday, our church

We 61 |
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will be on a 7-week Journey to Hope.
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will encourage us to see real life situations with fresh eyes. And it will challenge us to interact with God
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work, temptation, money problems, suffering and death, travelers on the journey will discover how faith
in Christ is relevant to everyday life and how having a faith community can make all the difference.
Be in prayer for this journey together and mark your calendars to be in attendance at every study ses-

sion and worship experience during the Lenten Season. Watch for additional details in our bulletins.
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God's Kids News:

God's Kids have been busy preparing
for Christmas with decorating, making
cookie ornaments for parents, and
getting all the school work done be-
fore the Winter Break. We also did a
couple of service projects. We
counted all the food that was collected
at the White Christmas Program,
which turned out to be 85 items. We
also decorated reusable bags for the
UMW to take to the shut-in people
who cannot attend church very well.
We were blessed to be able to do this
for them.

We currently have one major item on
our Wish List. If you received a new
microwave for Christmas we may be
interested in your old one. Please call
or see our Director, Gloria Mahaffey, if
you have a working microwave to do-
nate. We can always use donated
shack items -- such as cookies, crack-
ers, Cheese-its, Pringles, other chips.

Goddés Kids busy

i Food Pantry
i Now that the holidays are over, there is an

ieven greater need to feed the hungry in our

i community during these cold winter days.
i Please remember to support the Blessed Ta-
i ble Food Pantry as well as the Gethsemane
i Food Pantry by bringing your non -perishable
ifood items and place them in the bins in the
i Fellowship Hall.

January Birthdays

February Birthdays

2 Brittany Hilton

3 Lavonne Lee

6 Mark Lovings

8 Patricia Mabe Ken Pope Meredith
Lee

9 Roger Weadon

11 Neal Bowman

12 Sheryl Pate

14 Avalee Pearson

23 Jeremy Troxler Margaret Walker
24 Kathy McHone

27 Peggy Mitchell Shirley Bowman

1 Justin PearsorMargaret Overby
3 Jim Slaugenhaupt
4 Samuel Crump
14 Steve Mauser
15 Patsy Moore Judy Lawson
17 Jim Somers

19 Jody Walker Shirley Warren
22 Laverne Hilton

23 Charlesanna Leatherman
27 Sherrill Bowman

28 Brooke Cottrell Asbury

Andy Moore Patricia B. Green

Judy Pope

31 Eric Slaugenhaupt

Prayer Corner.

Please be in prayer for our skins and those who may be suffering due to logs

pray
protect us such as those in emergency services and the armed forces.

of |l oved ones. Al so

for a ||l t

t hems



... What counts is whether we have been transformed into a2 new
creation. May God's peace and mercy be upon all who Iive by this
principle; they are the people of God  Galatizns 6:155-16 (NLT)
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GREENSBORO DISTRICT The United Methodist Church

2012 DISTRICT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Sunday, February 12, 2012/ 2:30 - 5:00 pm / Christ UMC, 410 N. Holden Rd.

Provisw of Workshops and Conversation Opportunitiss.
. “Last Thonghts for S/FFR Committees Before I Retire”
Rev. Dr. Duke Isom, District Superintendent
. Reaching Closure: Practical Tips for Running a Meeting /Adminisirative Council & Committee Chairs
Rew. Jill Alventosa-Brown, Fastor, St Timothy's LIMC, Greensboro
. Tmstees
Rev. David Smipes, President, CEO, United Mathodist Foundation, WNC
‘What Is A Vital Congregation? And What Dioes That Have To Do With Me?
Nominations and Leader Development Committes
Jenmifer Davis, Director of Connectional Ministries, WNCC
. 50 Teach Me What I Need To Do: Understanding Local Chorch Finances
Finance Committes
Rev. Gearge Coates, Pastor, Laughlin Memorial LIMC - Newlyn Street LIMC, Greensboro
. Managing Change and Transition: Clergy
Rev. Russ Moxley, Honorary Senior Fellow at the Centor for Creative Leadership, Author, Retreat Leader
. Laity —Clergy Parinerships: Lay Leaders
Rev. Otto Harris, Pastor, Union Memarial LIMC, Greenshora
The Emotionally Healthy ‘Methodist’ Church
Rev. Dr. Gary Kling, Director, Chrysalis Counscling & Consultation Conter, Gresnshoro, NC
. Centering Prayer www.cpcharlotte arg
Burt Melton, Founding Director o Charlotte Chapter of Contemplatioe Outreach
 Communicating The Faith Throngh Symbolism
Dr. Mary Love, Adjunct Professor of Christian Education, Hood Theological Seminary, Director of Church
School Literature, AMEZ Publishing House, Author
11. Servant Leadership: A Fath And A Practice www.servantleadergreenshoro.com
Dr. Ruth Anderson, Director of Servant Leadership Schoal of Gresnshoro, Author
12 Digital Conmectionalism: Social Media and the Church
Slyler Nimmons, Communications Specialist, WNCC
13. Missional Honseholds: Creating a Legacy of Faith in Youth & Families
Krista Petty, Development Adminiztrator of Careling Cross Connection www.carolinacrossconmedtion org
14 United Mathodist Women 101: The Trath and the Myths
15. Building a Puture, Fueling a Passion: Being the Hands and Feet of Christ Through Building Teams
David Millsaps, Vice Chair, Confererice Building Team Commitis
16. District Missions and Project AGAFE
Rev. Cecil Donahme, Pastor, Pleasant Union UIMC, Graensboro, District Missions Coordinator

For mors tnformation contact: Tonja Thorpe, Leadership/Educational Consultrat st tonjathorpe@eaail.com / 33621540803






