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Royôs Ramblings, 
As I sit down to write this rambling, I am overwhelmed with Godôs handiwork in my life and the 
life of our Church family at Gethsemane in 2011. I could expand on this, but I know and you 
know where and how God has interacted in our lives throughout the year. Yes, His grace has 
sustained and blessed us! Amen! 
Another year dawns on us and we can move forward with the assurance and confidence that 
the same God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, will 
covenant and promise to nurture, guide and strengthen us through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
What a blessed comfort that should be for each of us as we begin 2012 with all of its uncer-
tainties. We are to remember, as we celebrated during Advent, that the Immanuel has come 
and God will be with us on our journey. 
Hymnist Frances Ridley Havergal took New Yearôs Day very seriously, always using it as a 
time of reflection and often composing a poem to send to friends expressing  her feelings 
about the new day and year. The one she wrote in 1874 has become immortal. She was thirty-
six at the time, and she wrote this poem and had it printed on a specially designed greeting 
card to be sent to friends. The card was captioned: ñA Happy New Year! Ever such may it be!ò 
The inside read:    

Another year is dawning: 
Dear Father, let it be, In working or in waiting, 

Another year with Thee; Another year of progress. 

Another year of praise, Another year of proving 

Thy presence all the days  

      Conôt on Page 2 



Royôs Ramblings Conôt  

 

In Vietnam, the New Year is called Tet Nguyen Dan, or Tet for short. It begins between January 21 and 
February 19, the exact date changing from year to year. The Vietnamese believe there is a god in every 
home who travels to heaven, (traditionally on a carp) to report how good or bad each family member 
has been in the past year. In fact, live carp are often purchased and set free in a river. 
 With the greatest respect for our Vietnamese friends, we Christians have a Savior who was 
born in a stable, lived among us, rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and died on a Cross for our sins, and 
three days later was resurrected, thus conquering death, so we might have life eternal. That is the Holy 
One whom will walk with us throughout 2012. 
 May the Lord grant that in 2012 we may be more holy, and walk more closely than ever in holy 
conversation, be filled with holy thoughts, holy affections, holy aims and intentions that will guide our 
words and actions through holy principles. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
Shalom, 
Roy 

Contributions made in November and December 

To the General Fund: 
In memory of Tom Chrismon by Lib Chrismon; 

For all Gethsemane Saints by Verne and Linda Strickler; 

In honor of Debbie Gordon and Linda Gordon Strickler by Clarence and Irene Gordon; 

In memory of Turner and Marie Pearson by John and Iris Pearson 

In memory of Roscoe and Dixie Elmore by: 

Susan Bates, 
Mark and Jane Lovings; 

In memory of Ada and Roy Hedrick by Jack and Lillie Southern; 

In memory of Jack Gordon by JoAnn Gordon 

 

To the Building Fund: 
Charlesanna Leatherman; 

In memory of John Fagg by: 

Catherine Fagg, 

Rodger and Dianne Ryan, 

Jason and Rebecca Hartsough, 

Jackson and Jenna Hartsough; 

In memory of George Pearson by Bill and Frances Pearson; 

In memory of Homer A. Scottôs birthday by Nancy Arthur; 

In honor of the Choir by Nancy Arthur 

In memory of Tom Chrismon by Mike and Elise Jones; 

In honor of Lib Chrismon by Mike and Elise Jones 

 

To the Apportionments: 
 Mark and Sandra Lee; 

B-Team Hotdog Crew 

 

Thank You! 
Thank you, EVERYONE  who has helped with:  Wednesday Meal; the Pantry; the Summer  

Community Market; the Fall Fest; the Christmas Market;  the ñGet George Homeò fund; the Christmas Store; 

Care packages   for our soldiers; the Chicken Pies; the Menôs Brunswick Stew;   

the Crossroads class BBQ; the Car Show; and all the little things that sometimes get taken for granted.  

You are greatly appreciated! 
 



U.M.W. News:  

 The United Methodist Women have had a very busy year with extra fund-raisers, starting our Night Circle 
this year, and our most important endeavor -- striving to always contribute to and be an active part of mis-
sion work -- locally, statewide, nationally, and worldwide. We reached all 5 Channels of Missions contribu-
tions for this year. Those 5 Channels are:  Pledge to Mission (a group contribution), Special Mission Rec-
ognition (pins), Gift to Mission (honor cards), Gift in Memory (card in memory), and the World Thank Offer-
ing. Our World Thank Offering contributions for 2011 were the largest we have had in years.  Please 
watch for W.T.O. containers to be available in January for your 2012 collection. 

A great New Year's Resolution:   To join or re-
join the U.M.W.!!!!!  

Our next UMW meetings will be on Monday, Janu-
ary 9 at 7:30 p.m. and on Tuesday, January 10 at 
10:00 a.m. We would like to encourage you to 
come out and join us.  You do not have to be a 
member of the church to join our meetings.  If you 
have attended before and have not in a while, 
anytime is a good time to come back & join 
us!  Our meetings include a brief business meet-
ing, devotions & a brief program, and most times 
we have light refreshments. 
  
We wish everyone a Very Happy & Blessed New 
Year! 

God's Kids News: 
  
God's Kids have been busy preparing for Christ-
mas with decorating, making cookie ornaments 
for parents, and getting all the school work done 
before the Winter Break. We also did a couple of 
service projects. We counted all the food that 
was collected at the White Christmas Program, 
which turned out to be 85 items. We also deco-
rated reusable bags for the UMW to take to 
the shut-in people who cannot attend church 
very well. We were blessed to be able to do this 
for them.  
 We currently have one major item on our Wish 
List. If you received a new microwave for Christ-
mas we may be interested in your old 
one.  Please call or see our Director, Gloria 
Mahaffey, if you have a working microwave to 
donate.  We can always use donated snack 
items -- such as cookies, crackers, Cheese-its, 
Pringles, other chips. 
  
As we begin a New Year we are looking forward 
to many more great experiences together.  We 
are hoping to plan not 1 Camp-Out, but 2 Camp-
Outs at Camp Guilrock for the year 2012. One 
Camp-Out will be in August and the other will be 
a Fall Camp-Out. This will be an exciting year for 
us! Please keep our program in your 
prayers.  We hope you will feel God's rich bless-
ings in your life this year! Happy New Year! 

Please join us for prayer and meditation Thursday, 
January 19 and Thursday, February 23 in the sanc-

tuary from 1:00 - 2:00.  God has given us so much, 
we can at least give Him an hour of our time in 
prayer.  See you then! 
 

The night circle will meet at 7:30 January 9 at 
"Uptown Charlies" for our January meeting.  Please 
join us for fun and fellowship.  Our February meet-
ing will be 7:30  February 13 in the fellowship hall.   

Open a new door this Lent and find the hope that changes everything.  

During the Lent season, beginning with Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 through Easter Sunday, our church 
will be on a 7-week Journey to Hope. Weôll travel with Jesus to the cross and discover the Hope that 
can be found in the midst of lifeôs most difficult circumstances.  
Journey to Hope will inspire us to reflect on Jesusô experiences on the path to the cross in new ways. It 
will encourage us to see real life situations with fresh eyes. And it will challenge us to interact with God 
no matter our ñmile markerò in life. By addressing real life circumstances of relationships, self-esteem, 
work, temptation, money problems, suffering and death, travelers on the journey will discover how faith 
in Christ is relevant to everyday life and how having a faith community can make all the difference.  
Be in prayer for this journey together and mark your calendars to be in attendance at every study ses-
sion and worship experience during the Lenten Season. Watch for additional details in our bulletins. 



God's Kids News: 

  
God's Kids have been busy preparing 
for Christmas with decorating, making 

cookie ornaments for parents, and 
getting all the school work done be-
fore the Winter Break. We also did a 

couple of service projects. We 
counted all the food that was collected 
at the White Christmas Program, 

which turned out to be 85 items. We 
also decorated reusable bags for the 
UMW to take to the shut-in people 

who cannot attend church very well. 
We were blessed to be able to do this 
for them.  

  
We currently have one major item on 
our Wish List. If you received a new 

microwave for Christmas we may be 
interested in your old one.  Please call 
or see our Director, Gloria Mahaffey, if 

you have a working microwave to do-
nate.  We can always use donated 
snack items -- such as cookies, crack-

ers, Cheese-its, Pringles, other chips. 
  

January Birthdays 
2 Brittany  Hilton 

3 Lavonne Lee 

6 Mark Lovings 

8 Patricia Mabe Ken Pope  Meredith 

Lee 

9  Roger Weadon 

11 Neal Bowman   
12 Sheryl Pate 

14 Avalee Pearson 

23  Jeremy Troxler  Margaret Walker  

24 Kathy McHone 

27 Peggy Mitchell  Shirley Bowman 

31  Eric Slaugenhaupt 

February Birthdays 
1 Justin Pearson Margaret Overby 

3 Jim Slaugenhaupt Andy Moore Patricia B. Green 

4 Samuel Crump 

14 Steve Mauser  

15 Patsy Moore Judy Lawson       Judy Pope  

17 Jim Somers 

19 Jody Walker Shirley Warren 
22 Laverne Hilton 

23 Charlesanna Leatherman 

27  Sherrill Bowman 

28  Brooke Cottrell Asbury 

Godôs Kids busy at work. 

Food Pantry  

Now that the holidays are over, there is an 

even greater need to feed the hungry in our 

community during these cold winter days.  

Please remember to support the Blessed Ta-
ble Food Pantry as well as the Gethsemane 

Food Pantry by bringing your non -perishable 

food items and place them in the bins in the 
Fellowship Hall.     

Prayer Corner.    

Please be in prayer for our shut-ins and those who may be suffering due to loss 

of loved ones.   Also pray for all those who put themselves in harmôs way to 

protect us such as those in emergency services and the armed forces.  






